
Crossing the Plains – Scripture Mastery (SM) for Doctrine & Covenants 

On the Pioneer Trail: The teacher reads the clues starting with #1.  Rotate around the room giving each student a 

chance to answer a SM question.  Others can help if needed. Wiggly students may like to go to the playing board and 

move a marker (magnet) to the appropriate space and read the statement in each space.  No score is kept. 

 

1. Started westward,  Read and follow the camp rules:   

(a)  A bugle will blow at 5 am.  Everyone is to get up, pray, eat breakfast, and be ready to go by 7 am. 

(b) No one is to wander away from camp alone. 

(c) Everyone is to help take care of his neighbor’s cattle.  No one should be idle. Help one another. 

(d) The bugle will blow at 8:30 pm.  Everyone is to pray and be in bed by 9 pm.   

We should also pray always so we may be able to conquer Satan? Name that Scripture Mastery (SM)(D&C 10:5) 

2. Checked to make sure are supplies are here. Sometimes we need a self-check to determine if we are living in such a 

way that we can receive revelation. What SM describes what Oliver Cowdery was told he must do in order to have 

the power to translate and why he was not able to continue? Receiving revelation often requires more effort than 

simply asking.  It comes to our hearts & minds through the power of the Holy Ghost (D&C 8:2-3) 

3. Riddle:  What has ears but cannot hear?  (a cornstalk)  We have the opportunity to listen to our prophet at General 

Conference.   We should listen because when the Lord speaks to us whether it is by his voice or by the voice of his 

servants, it is the same.  Name that SM. (D&C 1:37-38) 

4. There was a lot of work to do when crossing the plains.  What SM tells us to not be idle or sleep too long? 

(D&C 88:123-124) 

5. Sunday, no travel.  Fact:  On Sundays, Brigham Young told the Saints crossing the plains to rest their animals and 

themselves.  They held sacrament meeting, wrote letters to family members left behind, and spent the day 

cleaning the dust from their bodies and clothes.  What SM tells us to keep the Sabbath Day holy?  (D&C 59:9-10) 

6. Came to woods and found firewood and shelter.  Sometimes at night the Saints would sing hymns. Three months 

after the Church was organized, the Lord called Emma Smith “to make a selection of sacred hymns ... which is 

pleasing unto me” The hymnbook she compiled was published in 1835.  . What SM talks about the song of the 

righteous and what does it refer to?  (D&C 25:12 Righteous hymns are like prayers)   

7. Saw some Indians today.   Fact:  Friendly Indians would trade buffalo hides for food which the pioneers had.  What 

SM talks about of him unto whom much is given, much is required?  (D&C 82:3) 

8. Had a hard time finding enough food to eat today.  What SM states that if we endure to the end ..shall have the 

greatest gift of God?  (D&C 14: 7) 

9. Which road to take? We must all ask of God what we should do and which direction we are to take.  What SM talks 

about “My object was to know which of all the sects was right…”  (Joseph Smith History 1:15-20) 

10. Sunday again and time was spent reading our scriptures.  What SM tells us that whatever smarts we gain today will 

carry with us in the Resurrection?  (D&C 130:18-19) 

11. Fact:  It was customary in those days for the local schoolteacher to stay for a time in homes of their students as part 

of his pay for teaching.  What SM tells us that we should be engaged in a good cause and don’t need to be 

commanded in all things?  (D&C 58:26-27)  

12. There are a lot of strange animals on the prairie.  Fact:  When the pioneers stopped for the night, the wagons were 

drawn into a circle with the front of each wagon facing outside.  They tied the animals inside the circle. This way 

the pioneers felt protected.  What SM tells us that when we follow God’s plan and are faithful we know that 

Heavenly Father will always keep the promises He makes.  (D&C 82:10) 

13. Came to the river today.  Because they didn’t have baptismal fonts, many were baptized in the river. John the 

Baptist, “after conferring the Priesthood, instructed Joseph and Oliver to go down into the water and baptize each 

other. After which they were to lay hands upon each other and re-confer the Priesthood which he had bestowed 

upon them. There are two reasons why they should be commanded to do this thing. First, to confer the Priesthood 

before baptism is contrary to the order of the organized Church, therefore they were commanded to confer the 

Priesthood upon each other in the regular way; after they were baptized. Second, the angel did for them that which 

they could not do for themselves. There was no one living in mortality that held the keys of this Priesthood, 

therefore it was necessary that this messenger, who held the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood in the Dispensation of 

the Meridian of Time, should be sent to confer this power.  Who held the Aaronic Priesthood keys? and what SM 

talks about the oath and covenant of the priesthood? (D&C 84:33–39)  



14. River seemed too wide to cross.  While the Prophet Joseph Smith and other Church leaders were in prison at Liberty, 

Missouri “over 8,000 Saints crossed from Missouri east into Illinois to escape the extermination order [issued by 

Governor Boggs]. They were forced to leave in the cold of winter, and although Brigham Young, the President of the 

Quorum of the Twelve, directed them and gave them every possible assistance, they suffered greatly” What SM 

refers to “many were called and few were chosen?” (D&C 121:34-36)   

15. Unloaded wagons to cross the river.  At times we may think our burdens are heavy. Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, 

then a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, said: “We get into the habit of thinking … that [the Savior’s] 

great suffering was when he was nailed to the cross by his hands and his feet and was left there to suffer until he 

died. As excruciating as that pain was, that was not the greatest suffering that he had to undergo, for in some way 

which I cannot understand, but which I accept on faith, and which you must accept on faith, he carried on his back 

the burden of the sins of the whole world [in Gethsemane]. It is hard enough for me to carry my own sins. ... And 

yet He had to carry the sins of the whole world” What SM does this describe?  (D&C 19:16-19) 

16. We finally crossed the river today.  Times were difficult and sometimes words or actions were not always kind.  

What SM tells us to forgive others even if the other person isn’t sorry?  (D&C 64:9-11) 

17. What bright stars!  Looking up on a clear night you may see the stars in the heavens and be reminded that worlds 

were created.  Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon experienced this vision that Christ lives and that we are all 

begotten sons and daughter of God. Name that SM -(D & C 76:22-24) 

18. At Fort Laramie the pioneers could rest.  Many very small children died on the trek westward. Some have 

wondered if little children who die before the age of accountability—eight years old—need temple ordinances. The 

Lord made it clear that they do not need baptism (Moroni 8:10–13). The only temple ordinance that needs to be 

performed for them is to seal them to their parents, if they were not born under the covenant.  What SM refers to 

those that died without knowledge of the gospel but would have accepted it? (D&C 137: 7-10) 

19. Spent the day preparing buffalo meat.   Fact:  The pioneers prepared buffalo meat in several ways.  They cooked it, 

they dried it on racks to make jerky, and they salted it down so that it would not spoil.  They also made candles out 

of the fat from the meat.  The Saints made many sacrifices on their journey west.  They tried to keep the 

commandments and repent. What SM states that the worth of souls is great in the sight of the Lord and how great 

will be the joy when souls are brought unto Him.  (D&C 18:10, 15-16). 

20. At Fort Casper the Saints were able to rest a while and continued to be faithful and obey the commandments.  A 

principle the Prophet Joseph Smith taught was that there is a relationship between our obedience to God’s laws 

and the blessings we receive. Some commandments have very specific promises, such as the promises listed in the 

Word of Wisdom. Name this SM (D&C 89:18-21). 

21. God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ have bodies of flesh and bones. We also know the Holy Ghost does not 

have a body and is a spirit or He could not dwell within us.  Where can we find this SM to share with our friends 

when they have questions about the Godhead? (D&C 130:22-23) 

22. Fact:  Early American fathers would regulate the amount of time the suitors spent visiting their daughters by 

adjusting the height of a candle.  Once the candle burnt past the metal of the candle holder, it was time for the 

young man to go home.  Thus, keeping a watch on sweethearts. Elder Russell M. Nelson, a member of the Quorum 

of the 12 Apostles, explained that “the highest ordinances in the house of the Lord are received by husband and 

wife together and equally—or not at all!   What SM is he referring to? (D&C 131:1-4) 

23. The Prophet Joseph Smith explained that there is a relationship between our obedience to God’s laws and the 

blessings we receive. We receive blessings when we obey. (D&C 130:20–21) 

24. Made a bonfire tonight. What SM reminds you of burning? The Lord indicated that the honest payment of tithing is 

protection from being burned in the cleansing that will accompany His Second Coming.  The law of tithing was not 

given until nearly seven years after the revelation in what SM? (D&C 64:23).  

25. W.W. Phelps was one of several who bore witness against Smith and other leaders, aiding in their imprisonment in 

Missouri. Later Phelps plead for forgiveness in a letter to Smith. Smith replied with an offer of full fellowship.  What 

SM states that God will remember our sins no more if we confess? (D&C 58:42-43). (He wrote “Praise to the Man.”) 

26. Saw the Salt Lake valley for the first time today making this the end of the westward trek & this SM game.  

Just for Fun:  To lift their spirits, the pioneers used music, storytelling, and humor to lighten their loads. When 

Brigham Young entered the Salt Lake Valley at Emigrant Canyon, what did he see on his right hand? (Four fingers 

and a thumb.)  


